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| The Early Days of Olopper
. BornJanuary 25 1934 »|n Nashmlle Tenne;ss?e;e. |
. Lived near the Tennessee Rlve,.:w |
- swimming, ﬂshllsg and h|k|ng
| | | | "‘E.:J ‘ '“s | | i ‘\1'
! b | £ Florence -~ (
. H|s father s original name was George Clipp
but he dropped the ”George” in‘ WWI il
e So, Clopper became Clopper Aﬁmon, Jr wrth no mid " shefidia -]
| Wil Wildnits Refuge N
name. H|s mother was Lomse vans H zweill | i
| |




ngh School in Sheffleld

1 Clopper started pIaylng the bass horn in |7t grade,
although his mother msrsted he hasl;,no musical
talent”. Al L |

e Later, in the army, he bought a harltone horn, |
which he still pIayed for many of h|s guests over |
the years. |

/| fri | 1) |
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* His favorite subject in high schooI was Lat|n but after taklng the two
years that his school offered, he studled French from a teacher from
Brittany. This was the beginning of a Iong Iove affalr W|th languages.

* Clopper had no enthusiasm for mathematlcs unt|I 11t gr ade when
he studied plane and solid geometry The teacher let h|m progress at
his own speed, then progressmg qulckly through trlgonometry and
college algebra. Ll r |

* |inherited his original geometry textbooks and they show 5|gns of
intensive use! i i | |

* Clopper’s mother passed away when he was onIy 18
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Nashwlle to Cambrldge | o
. CIopper went to Vanderbllt College in NashV|IIe where
his major was economics, but took enough hours of
math that it could have been h|s maJor o
e He avidly studied Ru55|an ‘then took German in an
intensive summer course after hls sophomore year
* Clopper enrolled in the ROTC durlng college to be able
to defer the draft (thIS was durlng the Korean War)

Rather than serve |mmed|ately, CIopper was glven a one year deferment after College, and he
proceeded immediately to Cambrldge MA to study economlcs at Harvard University. |
At Harvard, his favorite course Was mathematlcal economlcs with Robert Dorfman. In this
course they worked through Paul Samuelson S Foundatlons of Econom/cAnalySIs

In the Fall of 1957, Clopper entered the Army, and aIso got engaged to his sweetheart, Sh|rIey
Montag. | | |

Thanks to his intensive study of Ru55|an he got to work with that part of the CIA that studled
the Soviet economy. This job also furnlshed him the opportunlty for a course in speaking and
listening to Russian. His offlce was overlooklng the Potomac Rlver exactly where the Kennedy

Center now stands! Rt
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. Sh|rIey and Clopper got rharrled on June 14
1968, b |

* Returning to Harvard in FaII of 1959 Sh|rley
set to work on her the5|s WhICh |ncIuded the
development of the ’AImon Iag

e Clopper got a JOb with professor Wassﬂy
Leontief, and was Iooked upon as| ‘the

programmer for the Harvard Ecohomio
research prOJect e g

* Clopper was able to solve the Leontlef dynamlc system using a FORTRAN simulation program,
on the IBM 7094. it L L |

* Work on his thesis was heIped by a grant to study at the California Institute of Technology in
the Summer of 1961, and the thesrs ”Con5|stent ForecaStlng |n a Dynamlc General Equmbrlum
System” was completed in September 1961. FE e |

* While at Harvard, he published two books The Amer/can Economy to 1975 which explalned
the structure and usage of the model WhICh grew into| the INFORUM model, and Matrix
Methods in Economics, complled from cIass notes frorh his I\/Iathematlcal Economics course.




From C’ambrifdge to College Park
L I e |
« Clopper was an aSSIstant professor at |
Harvard from 1961 to 1966 He accepted
an offer Wlth the Unlver$|ty of I\/Iaryland
* Shirley started with the Pre5|dent’s |
Council of Economlc Adwsors

. They found a house they Ioved on 7303 Dartmbuth Ave, College Park
which many of you know well. SR |

* Business Week reviewed Clopper S book The Amer/con Economy to 1975,
and this was followed by a 4- page art|cIe on CIopper S fIrecasts

* This exposure brought in quite a number of busmess subscribers, and the
Maryland Interindustry Forecastlng PrOJect (I\/IIFP) was off to a runnlng
start. In 1971, the Interlndustry Economic Research Fund (IERF) was
incorporated, and MIFP was changed to INFORUIVI :

e Consulting and subscriber revenue supported V|5|t|ng mternatlonal

researchers and many of CIopper S PhD students
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r : Teaching at Maryland and Early Software Develop
.

e The only computer ava|IabIe at this time at the Unlver5|t |
of Maryland was a large mamframe a Univac 1103. -
. e Inforum researchers and mternatlonal guests needed to
‘ write programs in FORTRAN usmg keypunch machines, ‘ N
and take the card decks across campus to be run at:
computer Center L | e
* Clopper taught graduate mlcroeconomlcs and mathematlcal a
economics for many years, mtroducmg students to matrlx algebra a% e
multi-variable optimization, linear and non- Ilnear programmmg, and © @ o
full and partial differential equatlons toplcs WhICh had not been |
taught before in the Maryland economics department'

* He also developed FORTRAN soﬁtware to estimate and ,bund ”f!f“q
quarterly macroeconomic models, which he used in an| ’ T
undergraduate course, which he taught for nearly 35 years w”wﬂ

* Clopper once told me that, for a period in the early 70s, Clopper, h|s £ Y

students, and Inforum accounted for more than 90% of the usage of
the University computer in the aoual science vdepartm‘fents!



Rudolf Steiner, Anthroposophy and the Waldorf School

Parallel to his work in economics, Clopper became interested in the
teachings of Rudolf Steiner, known as Anthroposophy.

The reading and study of Steiner contributed greatly to Clopper’s views
on education, and indeed to the practice of economics and economic
modeling as well.

In 1974, Clopper worked with other academics who were interested in
Anthroposophy to establish a summer program of study called the
Rudolf Steiner Institute.

One of the many contributions of Rudolf Steiner was the creation of the
Waldorf method of primary and secondary education. Clopper was
active in the Waldorf movement, and helped form the Washington
Waldorf school in Bethesda.

Clopper met Joan Wolfsheimer though his Waldorf school work.

He published two study guides to Steiner, and held Anthroposophical

~ study groups at his house for many years.
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o The 1970s: Shirley’s Death,‘Marriage]tcibrjoan,f_v INFbRUM Develo?

» After only two years at the CounC|I SleIey started havmg d|zzy speIIs /
was diagnosed with cancer. She died in 1975 from a brain tumor.
B ° Clopper was devastated and buried hlmself more deeply into his work,
8l | and the activities wrth the Waldorf School and the study of Steiner.

: ' He and his friend Joan Wolfshelmer grew cIoser and were marrled on
October 10, 1976 ’ o 0 L |

e« At INFORUM, CIopper and Doug Nyhus were w0rk|ng on a system td I|nk the US model with
models of other countries, developed usmg common software and | a common approach

« The FORTRAN modeling system was caIIed SLIMFORP and the Imkegi system became known
as the INFORUM Bilateral Trade Model (BTM) iy

* Early researchers included graduate students Young SUn Lee (develcg)ped models of Japan and
other countries), Patrick Henaff (France) V|5|t|ng researchers who became close friends such
as Josef Richter (Austria) and Maurizio Grassml (Italy). | ]

* Clopper, Josef, Maurizio and others became |nvoIved ina prOJect at IIASA contrlbuted greatly
to the development of input-output modelmg, and east- west co- operatlon Clopper also
developed close ties with Dr. W’radys’raw Welfe of Poland and Yuri Yurimenkov of Russia.

* In 1979, Clopper and Doug Nyhus made an extended visit to IIASA;. Work began on the
construction of Inforum models of Poland Ru55|a East Germany, Czechoslovakla Hungary
and Bulgaria. L | |
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Chinese Character Stories
for Adult Beginners

@ Character Study Companion to

Yong Ho's
Beginner’s Chinese
ar
Intermediate Chinese

C lopper Almon
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Under Clopper orders we aII h d to take an |ntenS|ve course
in Chinese rea ‘lng, wrltlng and co versatlon before travellng
Clopper b’ecame fascrnated Wrth Chlnese cdaracters and
bought many bcoks mcludmg Chlnese dICtI nari’es, T ’
etymologies, orlgms of charactefs, and rela_ ed studles

He was frustralied WIth the organlzatlon of g‘hmese dictionaries,

particularly for/ Westerne:‘“ trylng to Iearn the Ianguage
He developed a hybrld syStem caIIed RGdIC de, Wthh organized
the characters by the f;rst part, WhICh was ysually a radical, and

" asecond part, whlchi‘Was a number encadrhg the strokes

Helped by Chmese graduate studénts and $/|S|t|ng researchers
including Wang Yinchu and Pan Sdengchu 'he developed At
dictionary, caIEed The chk Gu:de to Chmese Characters

In 2017, he wﬁpte Chmese Character Stor es, WhICh del\/ed |nto

the orlglns of dome more commonly use characters g

The Quick
Guide to
Chinese Characters

Fimad qickly withows pecse
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ral 13 ;.1II i '.r-,ll|.



* The Internat|onal Input Output Assocuatlon Was'formeid in 1988,
but the first Internatlonal IO Conference was in 1950
] (Driebergen, Netherlands) J el |
« The formation of the Assoaahon roughly ccblnCided with the
establishment of the academrc Journal Economic Systems
Research. G I Rl |
* The 1989 Conference was heId m Keszthely Hungary, and
i Clopper was asked to plan several INFORUIVI sessions. These
were joined by INFORUM coIIeagues from Italy, France Spain,
Austria, China, Poland and Germany A speélal issue of ESR was
devoted to papers from these se55|ons |n 1991

[
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* The next IIOA conference was held in SeV|IIa Spaln in Apr|I 1993 At this conference Clopper arranged an
INFORUM dinner, to which many INFORUM partners and frlends Were invited. |

* We decided to hold an annual INFORUI\/I World Conference the ffrst one to be heId |n Rennes, France, hosted by
Paul Salmon (pictured above with CIopper at SeVIIIa)

* There have been 27 in-person conferences the Iast one |n 2019 |n Soch| RUSSIa In-2021, a virtual conference
was held Mallorca will be the 29t cdnference ‘ |
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G and Interdyme

compller in 1983 that CIopper became exuted about the
p055|b|I|t|es of C b e , 4
* The earIy versrons of the G regressmn and modeI building program L
were wrltten qulckly, thanks to Iate nlghts workrng with grad
students and V|5|t|ng researchers

,err‘

Durlng an extended visit by Paul Salmon SLIMFORP was converted to structured FORTRAN, only to be soon
rewrittenin C. L i L e |
With the arrival of Turbo C++, Doug Meade and Clopper began Iearnlng C++, and developed the first components
of Interdyme, which included classes for Matrix, Vector Tserles (macrovarlables) Equation, and other model |
building objects. This was first presented at the SeV|IIa IIOA conference in 1993. |
The Mudan model of China was the flrst to be composed |n Interdyme This was followed in quick succession by
many other models, developed during Clopper s research visits abroad or other visits to INFORUM. |
The arrival of Windows 95, Borland C++ Bullder and Iarger memory models encouraged the development of a
Windows version of G, christened G7. | A ‘5 ‘

G7 and Interdyme are still under contlnuous development at INFORUM | |




Other Work

Clopper published several papers in the Journal for
Anthroposophy, including “The Geometry of Notre Dame de
Chartres” and “The Spell of the Mask of Tutankhamun”.

He worked with Wilhelmina Jashemski to publish her work on
Roman Gardens.

Clopper had a winter term course to Italy, and his favorite
destination was Ascea, the location of the ancient Velia,
where also the 2004 Inforum Conference was held. He wrote
a book on the history and geology of this area.

The title slide of this deck shows the summer home in
Beersheba Springs of Clopper’s mother’s extended family. He
wrote several books on the history of this area.

The GWX Story, shown at right, is an unfinished work of
Clopper’s project to make a platform-independent version of
G, which would run on Windows, Linux and Mac. The book is
called “A Biography”.




Clopper and Judy

Joan Almon was one of the leading members of the international Waldorf Education
Association.

She visited existing Waldorf schools in many countries, gave talks, and helped to set up
new schools. Clopper mused that he traveled to as many countries accompanying Joan
as he did for his own work!

In early spring, 2019 Joan was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. She died July 14,
2019.

e Judith Blatchford had known Joan well through the Waldorf school and
Eurythmy.

* After Joan died, she sent Clopper a letter of condolence, to which he
responded.

* After Emails and visits, Clopper and Judy were married, on November
12, 2020. Clopper moved to Chestnut Ridge NY to live with Judy at the
Rudolf Steiner Fellowship Community.

“« They had four rich and beautiful years together.
_» Clopper passed away on May 17, 2024 after a short walk with Judy
around the grounds of the Community.
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Data Stick for Clopper Almon Tribute

ClopperRecollections — A “scrapbook” of recollections from many friends and colleagues.

Clopperinterview — Interview with Clopper about his time with Wassily Leontief, May 15, 2014.
ClopperBirthdayTribute — Video tribute assembled by Karolina Syrovatkova on Clopper’s 90t birthday.
ClopperThesis — A preliminary version from June 1961, and the final version from September 1961.

Historical - A miscellany of interesting historical materials.

WikipediaDraft — Draft of Wikipedia article, still working on review. To view online, go to https://Wikipedia.org,
and type ‘Draft:Clopper Almon, Jr.” in the search bar.

ClopperPapers

ClopperBooks

PPT — This presentation.



https://wikipedia.org/
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